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Minneapolis entrepreneurs
turn gas stations into hip shops

here's noth-

ing that's

more of a

neighhbcr-

hood eye-
wome thin an ehndoawed
gas station. Monty's
Blne Plate Diner on
Madizon's eagt abde long
ago proved such places
ey b transformeed and
given a vibrant secomnd
life. One that not only
belies the site's olly his-
ey bl comtlnues Lo be
an equally important
econmmic fector in the
comuunkty.

T N

prising entreprenenrs have tumed two such locales inlo
hip, hot garden centers. Pegry Poore openad Unoommon
Gardins in the fall of 2001 (see sidebar) jist down the
Mock from Bachman's, the area'’s biggest and best known
garden center, while Tangletown Gardens was founded in

Tangletown Gardens in
Minneapolis (top photo)
is housed in a 1539 Pure
Ol Co. building with
plants and garden oma-
ments displayed cheek
by jowi outside (bottom
right). Cedar shingles
disguise the typical gas
station that becamea
Uncommon Gardens
(above canter), which
also includes space to
read and enjoy a cup of
coffes (inset above).
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1003 by UM horticulture
grads and boddies Seott
Endres and Dean
Engelmann.

Poore transfonmmeed fer
typlcal gas station/garage
bullding by covering the
whaole thing in cedar shin
gles, giving it a casual
country feel. Endres and
Engelmann started with a
1938 Pare Of Co. building
i thee trackitionad English
cottage style; stucco with &
blue tiled roof. Among
other things, the duo
added a charming pair of
matehilng sentry boves at
the entrance gate, giving
their progeerty’ a sophist-
cated Euro appeal

1 pecently toamed both
garden centers with a
group of nwostly
Midwobsbiorn garden wrters
under the sponsorship of
the Garden Writers of
Amerlea. Poore told us she
opened i the fall o give
herselfl tme to get ready
for the spring season, She
added a second story at
the time she eonverted her

balidling so that eventually
there will be room for

maore clesses. She also
left the big overhead
garage doors in place
a0 ghe can leave them
opsen i the summer, the
wiay they were on the
day v vigited,

Poore knows ganden-
ing and shie tesis polen-
tial hirees to make sife
they do oo, Business i
i mad meh douring the
finst two growing
mothes af the season
— My anl Jung —
with the shop open
untH B30 pom. and
stafled with [0 simamer
: = i emploress. That's when
Poore eams 76 pereent of her lncome, though she notes
that Christmas s good as well. She sefls trees bot 108 her
wreaths, berries, branches and natural materials for hobi-
day decor that are her specialiy.

No matker what the scason, Poore offers extras person-
al service, lots of shade plants geared 1o the surrounding
neighborhood of big old trees, [ree classes (Tangletown
has free closses too) and a comforiable sealing ares Lo
b i eup of coffes and browse through garden books,

n Tanglstown's Web site, the owners say they ve
O *achdeved an ambience that s trandguil yet intoxi-

eating.” Intoocieating for sure bt hordly orangail
This is a garden center that is teeming with life; ideas and
plinis 1% 20 crowded it's just this side of claestrophodbic,
Thit the sense that the space — Indoors and out — B8
filled with muost-have materin] keeps you poking into
every cormer and behind every planter. The indoor shop ks
Just as vibrant with the latest unmsual garden tonies and
Losials, s well as mone of the team’s creative construction
wnrl design work,

Endres and Engelmann, in facl, did almost all the work
themselves, building everything but the high wrought iron
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