Abandqned
gas stations

New funding
helps draw
developers'
|intereslﬁljft§r
years of being
disregarded
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_ The buildings ocoupy choice
sites on corner s at major in-
tersections or along busy high-
Wy, et they've remiained va-
Cant for years.

Fhey're the estimated
200,000 abancdoned gas sta-
tiops that dot urban neighbaor-
hoods and highways across the
USA, Despite their prime kca-
tians, developers have |

red them Mamy builders

want fobe responsibie for
rmﬂ%' emvironmental cleanups
of often-contaminated sites,
knoamn as “brownfields” be-
fore they can be redeveloped.

But the old filling stations are
mcreasingly. appealing to de-
velopers and business owners.
The federal government and
states ang [fecig up money o
clean and redevelop them,

| Mo, banks in Hackensack, ML
stares and parks In Em‘ﬁi
and apartrents in 0L-

lanel where boarded-u
mmsmsmud. ;

States and cities see the
trend as a way [0 encourage
development in urban areas at
a time when they're trying to
revitalize neigh and
show sprinwd in outlying areas,
[t also a chance to get fax rev-
e [rnmlam!ﬂut?:mﬂ Ren-
erated much in years,

"Every mumicip in the
S0 s s Balaes
5 " is ;
mayor uf&?ﬁzabnﬂx M, and
chairman of the brovwnfields
rask :ﬁ}rlfelay of mul.‘rsl.l.s. E':Jw:?':r-
enoe ors, “|L's not Al
eyesore but it presents health
and vandalism problems.”

hamy gas stations went out
of business in the 19905, when
federal environmental laws
began requiring expensive up-
grades that mom and pop
owners could not afford. Un-
derground storage tanks misse

Increasingly
get newn}lgfle
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Boarded up: Hackensack, HE,
Mayor Jack Zisa stands near an
abandoned gas station.
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Following fuek Pezzy Poore, owner of Unco

e
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lirg umman Gandem

mimeon Cardens flower shop, holds a hibisous plant

outsicle her building, 2 comverted gas station. She botglat it with loans and nelghborhood grants.

Before flowers: Prior i
lis get littde notice from deve

be removed before i
else is built o the Land. ;
petroleum, off and cther con-
Laminants sometimes have
leaked into underground
crinking water supplies.

“Nobedy wants to touch
them,” rﬁ Daniede Cervino,
vice pressdent of Environmen-
tal Waste Management Asso-
clates, a New {Lﬂey COMMIPAy
that helps clienfs acquire
grants to redevelop contami-
nabed sites, "Butl most of them
are not even heavily contam-
inated,”

I 2000, the Emvironmental
Pratection Agency began offer-
ing grants o chean up ofd gas
stations. In 2002, the federal
Browmficlds Revitalization Act
expanded the definition of
brownfields to inchude. Lind
contaminated by petrofeum. It
provided 550 mallion for ckean-
uga and redevelopment of
abandoned Eas stations. Sever-
al states also offer such grants.

"It’s a new emphasis not only
o Lryimg to chean wp old gas
stations but clean thern up and

use them,” Cliff Rothen-
stein, director of EPAS Office of
Uinderground Storage Tanks.

Going residential

0ld gas stations also are
sparking the interest of eco-
nomic dey ent and hous-

g £5.

“Tﬁm's |:|ul:|llr: momey for
the redevelopment of these
properties,” Cérvino says. “The

rowing trend B residential

-ause we need housing, And
once you say the buzzword
‘housing. there's federal hous-

money to do it

iﬁﬁ:t‘ﬂ are proceeding in:
: L mﬂti&ﬁ?ﬂﬂe Cii-
ainang TEr St
tanks was cleaned, and 1
20ning was changed from com-
mercial to residential. A single-
family home now eocupics the
site, says Dake Urban,
of the state's underground stor-
age tank program. Two other
sites were redeveloped into of-
fices and condominiims.
= Washingion state. The

Ve ropremecny G roe e

Poores purchase in 2001, this abandoned gas station in Minneapo-
opers. Poore conwerted it into a garden store.

Tacoma-Pierce County Health
Deépartment is using a
$230.000 stare grant o identify
former stations. Its using
an additional 200,000 from

ederal government to kok
2t wiays o redevelop them,

The main concern is health
because much of Plerce Coun-
ry‘fj:tmklrgdwammrtﬁ'mn
undergrouncd. Ondy about hall
of the 200 sites in the county
have been cleaned up. The

ity is working with eco-
nomic deve nil agendies
to redevelop them.

“When you loak at the realm
of properties that may have
contamination, gas stations are
relatively casier to deal with
tham the larger indusirial sites”
says Ryan Kellogs, an environ-
miental health specialist for the
health department.

= Ha ck. MNJ. Mari-
ners Bank has just agreed to
redevelop an ga1s station
site. Another bank is Inoking at
a site across the strect.

"Gas station sites are gener-
ally at high-visibility cormers

where theres a lor of traffic”
Mayor Jack Zisa says. “Quite a
number of banking Hiza-
tions look for exactht those
types of lncations.”

The ciry used state funding
o irmestigate about a doren
sibes, Four are stll avadlalide,

_ * Jackson, Miss. An old sta-
tion was turned into a parking
lot in the entertainment dis-
It_glt:tl.l .lmnnlj!;;r & an office and

all ca x in an upscabe
j’." ] ""”r.if,.?n"' The fedegal
un r Harvey |ohn-
son says, has made it ras%{'r to
attract developers.

The perfect profile’

Poore of Minneapolis
tackied an abandoned gas sta-
tion without federal or state
help. She wanted o open a gar-
den store. "I needed smne-tlslu
that had a certain amnunl.:%
land, and gas stations became
the perfiect profile.” Poore says.

She bought cme a hale
from her house. She says peo-
ple thought she was crazy:

Tests d mo major o=
tamination. But the hydraulic
lifts where cars had been ser-
wiced had o be removed and
the site cleaned. She added a
second floar The work took al-
st a year

When she opened Uncom-
mion Gardens in 2001, “the
neighborhood went crazy”
Poore says. “They came
strearmine in to tell me what a
mice job | dlid. ... Thess Bdld-
ings are great and in Gabulous
lacations.”

Just a5k boe cream moguls
Ben Cohen and jﬁg;ul]me-n-
field, They o d their first
store in 1978 in a dilapidated
wak station in Burlineton. W



